
National Self Teacher t 
~FOR~ 

UKULELE By WILL D.MOYER 

The facinating in~trument is very easy to· play and with a little study and practice the stu .. 
dent will obtain S1Jrprising results in a sho.rt time. There ?Xe several methods of performing 
upon the instrument all of which wHl be fulfy explained. The finger style similar. to the ban
jo and guitar the pick or ma.ndolin style ahd the strumming of chori.ls for various a~compan.i
merits. 
The strings should be of gut- violin first and second· strings are best. The cut on thisp~ 

will show (by consulting the numbets at the br~dge) the way of numbering the strings. On 
all small stringed instruments. the first string is the string on .the right hand side when the 
instrument is in playing position. 
The strings are named (consult cut) A. D. F, sharp. B. Tl;le A.is 4th, D is 3rd, F sharp is 

2nd and· B is 1st string. 
Directi'ons for tuning:- Tune the A or 4th to A on piano, .organ or pitch pipe. Hold the 
string so tuned down' firmly at the 5th fret and tune the D or 3rd string one octave below 
the tone obtained by picking; the a string. Tune the .-2d· string to the 4th fret on the 3rd 
string and tune the first string to the fifth fret on the second string. A little practice 
will teach one how to tune. Be careful not to turn the pegs to far as the strings are eas
ily broken if to much pressure is used. 

·Each 'fret measures ~ tone and the left hand fingers ate uis d to stop these. 

The student should know the names of the lines and spaces =: ~ j ~ I J J ~ II 
of the treble cleff which is the clef used. Memorize these a C ] e g ~ Q 
The scale shows the range of notes on the average Ukulele ·which is all the, student 

j
;obliged to famiUarize himself or herself with 

== J J J J J r. r r r r r f r II A sharp #raises~ n~,te 1:,2t~~e UKULELE 
d e f . g a b c d . e f g a ·b A flat P lowers 

f~~1~~e :;eti"!:ious·ll e orf II . i4J X I H I ' ti II a~~!1:[~fy~s~~~t 
Th~re are various forms of n·otes - i --1 ~ =1 P=l=h:::n 

which are used in measuring time. II 0 I el I ;j J h J) I h)g 
whole, half, quarter, eighth, sixteenth 

Lesson to learn fl1e open strings. 4 J - j II~ ~ ~ Refer to the diagram for the position of 
0 J # r J #;Fthese strings and then play the exercise below. 

e 
TheDfi:st style of execut~g will be the gu~tar or banjo 

style with the thumb and first and secona frngers. 
X denotes thumb- thus J means play the A or 
fourth string with thum~ 

us-e fingers of right hand as indicated. 

X X X X " • X X• ~. '•• • x X X X 

Co!Jyrigh t, MCMXV, hy Chart Music .Pub. Co. Chicago 
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Easy Chords and Modulations 
for Hawaiian Ukulele. 

1 • 
2 ' 

3 

Key of D 
The numerals indicate fingers of left ltand . 

9a + 

Key Qf B Minor 

.1 • 1 • 
2• 

8 • 

• 1 • 

2. 2 • • 
"• p4 

E Minor 

• 

• .. 

• 
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• 1 • t •• t~ • ~ 

.2 • , 
•a •a ~ ~a • 8 a• • 

Keyof C 

• 1 1 • • 
•2 1 • ti . t. • •a 9. 31 t 3. • 2 • 

I 
A Minor 

1. • .1 4 ,1 .t • • 
a+ • 3 • • 

Key of A 

• • 
• • 

• • • • , • • 
Modulation key of D 

• • 
• • 

• • 

Modulation key of G · 



Lesson on open strings continued. 

3rd or D string F# or 2nd B o~ 1st ~ 

' J J J J JJ J J I #J J J J JJ J JI er f r r ~ E t I 
0 ~ 01310 1 a Gs 

Tune on the B or 1st string.-

' .a · ~ H vrr:r 1rr r r 1 ... , r rr r 1 rr rr 1 rr r r 1 .. 11 
Pie~ every tlih1g with 2nd finger. 

Yankee Dood~e. ru1 B and F# string . 
.:;:, .• •• •••• •• •• • •.•• ~···· :::,-=J·· ..•• 
\fr 0 · p.:f·f ,f:Jf f'r tf'frF lf r IF, FrF -lf FcFlr;;Jrlr Fl I 

Melody using 1st, 2nd and 3rd sttfngs 

~ 6 p H l.J j F J I J r r r I FJ J I J J Fr lJ J F JI Jr r r I " II ' 
Melody in 314 or waltz time;-Key of C . 

• , I l # # If ~ J I F J J I r J J· I J J w Ir J J I F J #41 J. I 
~ x 

Do not confuse the F with th~ F# 
played on 34 fret of D ~tring, ,J played-open#J 
f Scale in D an,Oasy l<<w to play and .with F and C both sharped. . 

~'iii J l J j 1 J r r. E Ir r r 4 Ir J J 
open · open ;i open 2 3 3 2 0 3 O 2 

J I 
0 

;fLuJ·E J u JJ J llj J J J 1-Jr, r. r II 
0 ;t 0 0 ' 0 ;e A 0 0 t <4- 5 0 .2 :f 5 

<ixercise played also F,# onD D iotring . A string 



s 

Easy March Key of D-2 sharps 

&iue· J Jr J 1J d 3 j I J d d d I J d d 3 I J J E Ef 
• •• • •• x 

x x • 

,.. J d 3 ! I J d ~ d I d J d II e d r d id J ;J 

I~ J JJJ IJ JJJ 1Jdid l~JJ 1J JJ J IJ ~I 
• X •X X 3tO;t 

A Chord Exercise in D_ 

Diagram to above chord's in D 

Ukulele Dance . 
Strike the chords wi t!( the tip 6>f the finger. . , 

&'#I · j J J J I A J IJ J J 1 I ffld ·· 1 J~-~ J 1JID ~ I 

f# Jd3d1t't' 1f RR 1R; I= IQ 
'*" ; JU 1J n; 1fj f 1fj;Ji] 19 i II 

Exercise in Stroke Playing 

~I d d d V is down stroke of the finger strike with nail. 
• # J A is up stroke oft.he finger. Strike rapidly down and up the following 

v A V A exercises. 

''LJ nJ Bu,, , ·1i nHH.11 m 1 
x \/- ~ V VA x V V V VA V 

The stroke is used very extensively in stunning accompaniments to songs, etc. 



Fairy Mazurka 
Directions for playing first and second endings, Play to thj 

dots: the first time, then repeat and omit the t. playing the z. Y Strike downward with first finger 

ftt.t JR .. ! J 1f]J J 1QJ r 1r f 1 
'Ji: See foot note V 

11 

:&~ :@f} I J72f f 1£2f f Ii 
v v v v v v 
~ . . . . . 

112 
34° / =I J II 
x x 

&11
tt iH• f I ft; i I 0 £1J. J I P• • I @;\d• I 

v v v v . ' . . 
'j 

v v . . 

,, J J J J J J I :D El S P J ! ! I :Or = 

, 
Below will be found some diagrams to assist in forming the above cliord.s. Place fingers 
on the frets indicated by the dots. 

&•11 ; I rn1 I> tm 1"9' I nn II 
Written .Pfayed Written Played Wtitten Played 

In the last chord see diagtam- there are four strings played and only three notes in the 
music. That is because the B is played on two different strings as shown in the diagram. 
The second fret on the fourth string being the same B as the open B. · 

A lesson in time. Count 4 to each measure. Count as indicated. 
~~ J J &11

ttc J J J rl r r j 11 J r r I rJil I J J a E I d ~ I J Er J f Ii i • i H 
' , :l a 4 t a " 1 2 a 4 t 2 a 4 • 2 a 4 t 2 a" t 2 a " .t 2 a· • 

Two eighth notes being equal to one quarter get one count. The half notes two counts. 
The rests used are ciuarter rests, equal to one count. 
Study these first pages carefully and learn the chords as given in the diagrams. These 

s\lpuld be memorized as they are used often in other lessons. 
:'A$..T.his A, can be played open 4th string and 3~ fret on the 2'1 string- both being picked 
togelh~r, producing one of the effects which is .characteristic of the Ukulele. 

-



Swanee Rivet 
7 

Foster 

fe J !JJJIJ r vr" JJ J J IJ. ' lil JJ Bl 

~ J r v [" I J JJ J J I J i i ' II r· H J I J. ~ J r I 
v y 

f -rrJriJ llJf;pOIJOrlJ!JJJ IJiiH 

Exercise- Finger strok~ 

f I i i i I t t t I I ! I 1~! ! I I; ' l I 

·v···· 
The chords are illusttated in the· diagrams. Strike the chords with a down stroke of the 

first finger, using the back of .the finger naiL The B flat introauced in the 4th measure 
is played on the first fret. A flat lowers a note one fret while a sharp ~aises it one fret. 

B being on the second fret would be flatted on the first fret. A note on the third fret 
would be flatted on the second fret etc. A note on the second fret would be sharped on 
the third fret-a note on the third fret woulq be sharped. ori the fourth, etc. etc. 

0 .1 . 2 3 4 5 tl 
II J 

2 1 5 4 2 

Showing how sharps are played. Showing position of flat 
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l Exercise 

&10 J J r Jf r E r J lJ J r J I rT rJ 1J J r J I F r r J I 

41 J J r J 1J r J 1 r Er r 1 J rr J 1 J r J J u J JJ 1 

. ,. J r r r 1 r 4 J J 1 u J J J 1 J r J i 1 S ·; ; f 1 
· Chords Key of G. with diagrams 

0 0 

, i , oo 1 a 1 00 111 nrr 1ait1t1 " 
'Val tz Movement 

&•1 rH1~Jr1ruu1rrJ1ruJ1nu1rJ;1Jrr1 
Count t .:it .a 2 3 

&• r i31rJr 1r m ir=rr 1nu1rr41Jru1J n1 
.Two dots: signify a .repeat. 

.. ,. J J r I r r J I J J r I r If J J ¥ J J Ir J ] I CJ. I 

&• a J r 1 r r w 1 J w r 1 r· 1 r · u J 1 u r J .. 1 Jr r 1 r · 11 

In countin~ time. the best results are obtained by connting aloud. Count three to each 
.measure in ~~ and 3/8 time. 3/4 time has three quarter or fourth notes in each measure 
-and 3/8 time has three eighth notes in each. measure with one count to each eighth, two 
counts to each quarter and thre~ co'Unts to a dotted. quarter. See. example following. 

Le~son in 318 time 

f'B m I J. 1m I J. 1ffl11 Jllffil J. lffl I J. I 
Count t 2 3 t 23 t 2 3 t 23 t 2 i 

. Other examples. 

·&• ffl I J. lffl IJ'lillJ ~ iJ-=11 ~ !Ou II Ji' l I Pf i 
• 23 123 i J3 

Two sixteenth the rest 
tz:et ooe .count gets one. 



6/g Time Reverie 

&h jJJr IJJ3"r' I fP ffl Ir 1iJ JilJJJr 
1234t1J6 

·~ JJJr· 1mrw 1m1 =11 fflt1ffl!: 1mm1 

Hawaian Waltz:- A dandy waltz 

In this waltz play the eighth notes where chords occur with down and up stroke of th.ft 
, · tmger. 

:1~1ruJ1iIj1f fiaa•~1 -~i lrJ J I~ d I 
V V A V 

&'fl Ii iH j I ~i lrJ J 1j f1I 1fHH ! I !: I ii'iiif I 
f fidHljf jij,1Ei@JJJJ 1Jii1!PPJ1ii• 1 

A n n n 1 J I i 1 f ! i ~ 1 t; 1 J Ha w a 1 J i i· 1 

-

~ JJ JJ JJ 11. j I J Jii 1J fff Ii H841 i HU 
. ~ 

Exercise in stroke playing. Strike with first finger· down and up ra~idly. 

f£e Hff i i l!jjj! ! 1f£Jiif f Ji ii l I 
down up DUD U 

fMgJfilH1; UdiU1ili1'2ff1ffJ11iiiiii1.~; II 
A chord or note with a dash across the stem is struck down and up. I n 

WriUen Played 
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Blue Be11s of Scotland 

fie J I i f ! I J JJ Jr Ef I U U J J I J ; I J I i r ! I 
~•1 JjJJ ! E1 I Uj i J IJJUJJ i I J3J Jd ~ j tf I 

41
# ! JpJ1J crJ uia r!1-0Pr a1UUJJIJJ'izu 

Jesus Lover of My Soul 

~a ! G f I 13 $ 3: I ! G i f I !: :i, I t:J ~ I 
... 

&' ! G 9 I 1 3 & 3: I ! p i t I !: :i, I ~t L I 

4• I l I ' 1 r, ~r = 1 1~ 1 i i I t 1 1r= r= 1 lo 
,, 1 G • , ' 3 t s: 1 1 1 a t 1 1: !: 1 t! "' 

Alternate Picking 

~- .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . ~ 

#I ~ UUUIJ acruiu EiEtEJ I uutt I 
Pick with first and .second fingers- Alternately 

'~# j UCHflJ EfCHJIJ atrcr1J EHfU: I 

ftt J fft:Jt:JIJ UUUIJ uuulil EJEJ[fl 

&11 J EfEJFEflf:2M€ p IJ UCJUI ~;'I 
Practice the alternate fingering until. able to. move. the fin·gers rapidly in succession. This 

is very effective. 



Soft Music is Stealing. 
11 

Waltz 

f1°r·ga1rHIPr IFJ d1JJJ1Jn1JH1rjJI 

,. r H Ir HI r J r IFJ d I J n I Er u I J J r I all I 
71 r H I r H I j uu I d JJ I ~j ,J. j I i I J I J JJ I a ! ! I 
&' F J ilr HliUJ.Jd JJ 1i,Ji1f IUIWJrlj z 1 
The following solo ii;; all played on the second and fourth strings which produce one 

of the prettiest combinations to be found upon any instrument. 

The two examples show where to find the notes on both strings. 
Notes on F# 1'tring Njtes on A string 

II # J J i l r II ti - c E r F II 
0 ta 36 .. • 0 2 3 5 T 

Frets...................... Hunt mg song. Frets ........................ .. 

. ,.B ii i j ii Ir p J i Ii i r rr I 0 ' I j ti -ti 
'It F ~ j i1 j iru 1€1 q I Ii ii i11i 'r '11 

Ii ti t1J ir ~1r H ~ii iJ i1JUir ii 
. ' 

&It Jzi i1r ~ r ~ 1i Jii t1m~ i11tJ" 
Exercice in Arpeggfos. 

--3' 

r~ mm1mm@m1mm1mffl1 
' oo 3 ~ " 

,-

~ mm 1mw 1ffli,111,mm1rnm 1 

. . 

1». mm 10m 1PJm 1mif31mE&1.®u =11 



12 Spanish Fandango 
To play the Fandango, tune the first string to A, in unison with the fourth string 

notes on the first string will be the same as on the fourth. See Example 

Exemple 

I J- t #F r F 1~ L II 
o 4 6 1 9 to 

Tune 

I J J #J J II 

~ " 9 'T s 0 . 

wH t·1 &Hff lfil JJJ 1mm iwJJIJJ 1mru1 

f# @JJJ I JJJg]I JjJ i =II Ji I BJJJJ p j JJ J J 11f-J4Q 

. m rn rn ~'1~ ~ ' f# J]JJj JI ZP%J ISfi!JJ IJ]JJv·11nw J~;ey6Jw_ =31 

-ftt ~J=JPJPJP1JJJ;JJ~JHcl3iIDJli~ . . . . 

Cn dJ'JP;JJJP1JJJJJJ~JJJJJ1JIDMIJJJUJJu 4 

I" M JJ JJ J 1;nJii13;:13 ld• IJ n JJJUJJ 1 
-· 

c# mJJJJJ-o 1unJJJJa ua.1m1JJJWJJ1t'=1i 
Jig- Same tuning as Fandan~o 

r-11 -----n11r--2 --J--,l 

f#n i j?JJ1 lfPJj] lj JJjJJJ l}mfl :II jJJJi _ ll 

f1tt JllJ#JIJl'll:Jillj 1J .gJ#J I ill~ 1Jrnfl lfll 31 
' 
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13 
Scale in A. 3 Sharps. 

Sunny Sea-Waltz 

1'1!ni:;uur!;HIJJJJn1in1!n1ln1JFr1 

41~ r 3 3 1 r a r 1 !i H 1 ! i ! 1#;; H 1 #i r 'r 1 I! µ i 1 i 11 

,., cd i I rr a a l t ,.f IJ rr I f ~ I u I f I!: ~ 9 IJ J r I 

t' u:;;1PSS1lµ!1rrr1rur1!#U1J;r1J lll 

4"# Iii 111, 1 i i=v 1 li1 1 f ~, 1 f ,_, , qd d:i ! J, ,1 I i i 1; = I 1 
,, 

11 112 I 

-'
1

tt »>f 1 ~ilJJJJJUIJ '1!lilJJJJJJ1 uii1a;.1 I; vii~ 11 
Exercise-Tremolo Style 

Use 1st finger swinging it forward and back over the string;s. 

_.1jt_ Written. ~ -~ -'---jpliL -ff: ::i'i: ~ -""' 

~...!.!. .Joi: 
..:::: 

:1: ,,, c;t. -a 
" D = down.- U = up. 

~ 
Played. 

:;;o::;,;;;;o;:::;;;;;:::;;o::;;o:::a::;;o:::;;;;;;: :.ii :.ii :a ~~ ~~ ~~ ~ :oil :.ii 

:i L~L~LL~~ ~ .!:l ~~ _.!!:] -i :i :i =-i -:i :i :i:i 
'11- ... ...... ....... :JI :JI ::JI :::Jll:::Jll :JI .... ii-I-I-I-Iii •••••••• DUDUDUUU DUDUDUDU 

One note Two notes Three notes Fo.ur notes 

The Tremolo is used to sustain a note or notes. Hold the 2nd finger on the 
instrument near the bridge and swing the.first finger rap.idly for~ard and back 
ove! the strings. The chords can all be played Tremolo after a little pract:ice. 



Home Sweet Home Waltz " 
Upper note tremo!oed piclt jh•r notes staccato with thumb, ,.i D 1r~ r 1fr r 1~r r 1r9P1 ~ t 1Fr f lrt(P; f_f 1 

41 r~ r 1f·rr ifr r Ir? f 1fr f 1fr fl#fr lfhd 

,. t~r FI i rF I tr F Ii F , Ir~+ It~ ~ I~ r r 1p r' I 
&· 'fitJ!r f1f~r1f1r,1rp•f1!F'?1~rfJ ,, 
'' r.11!S1a:1!~= 1fil11frr1kr1qr1~~~~ff-#F1~ 

Tremolo all notes. '-" 1 
Mandolin style Use a plectum u Down - A Up 

&~ J J J J ~ g H I J JJ H 3 3 3 I J JJ J J B J 1 
l.J Aw UAUAUAUA 

0 ~ 4 5 
. On 4th string. 

,., .HJJrr:crlEfHEFCFllJ JOJ J J iDJ JI Jct 1-0 I 
UL.JAL.JU > 

Practice the tremolo with Mandolin pick- on notes marked J .. 
$11 p r IF" It r I£ =II t° If' If lfl r· Ip r 1 .. i IJ n+J 

Juanita 
Mandolin style. , -

4• t cr1r11JJ;- FltU 11 u11J 1n; 111.1 
f~ tf;· v lff 1JJ1· µ left 1yt· ~ If C I US t 11· ! 

'~ FF !1Ui· 1nrv 1u1 1!! qf 111, 1nr J 1 J._1 



My Old Kentucky Home 
Song and Accomp~ent 

15 

Foster 

are 
the1.. 

The corn- op>s ripe and the mea ovils in the b1oorn,While the irds make music all the 
They sing no more by the glimmerdf the moon, On the bench by the old cabin 

au hap -py, 
where all was 

roll on 
. goes by like a 

and' bright; 
de - light; 

-~,..., 

• '.f. 

All f 
With 

times comes a -
has come when the' 



Many who have a liking for the popular song will be satisfied when able to play these. 
They may be played from the vocal score with the. fingers or plectrum-mandolin style. 
The later is the.most effective with single notes: As many of these pieces are written in 
ftatkeys- Vie following scales will be of assistance and as the range of the average popular 
song is not gre~it they car( be easily mastered. 

Key of F. _One Flat _ 
- II -:-ii· · LI · - t Chords 3d string 2d string I 1st string · r . r 4th 'siring g I 

'~ J ~ 1 : r. r 1 H r r : .. 1 : r. u n 11.ut 1z pH 
Key of B flat Numb~rs :1dic te · fingers 

&ii' r r r r r t r t 1 t t r r r- r f r J J J J J r r 11 
Key of E fla:t 

l&~1: J u J. J r. r r · r 1 r r r . r J J u w J J 11 
i J ' 1 2 '1 i 3 4 

'¥i-Y of E natural four sharps J j J J ,...h 
~"111 J u J J r re r 1 I ! ; I 1t ~·q i ! do 1 i ! t=D 

An Old Song- Mandolin style 
tremolo everything ~xcepting 16th notes. 

f ·! filJ Siu ;d JllJ Pi fJ1J J 11 

f .r n= P1~ tttrw ;RU..91in>qi u1 
Jl !, R w :B 1;~ 1 ; ~~ 1 ! jm i v 1 tt~B~ 11 

Scale D. Minor 

~~ J J d J J ~ #F r I r gr T J J J ~ J II 
Mass·a's- in the Cold,Cold Ground 

One Flat. Tremolo Foster 

-&~e r· µo-J:J IF r IF J J J I J t 1 r. µtr JJ Ir tttffl3 J :l I J. 1 ~I 

~~ H Wr ~ It r J J I J. r I r. v EI' Ill r r I RJJ 4 J I J' zill 
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